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© February 3, 2018
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

© The title of today’s sermon is: “The Robe”

© Let us pray… 


I am going to present today’s sermon in 4 parts.
1. © The Robe Removed
2. © The Robe Torn
3. © The Missing Robe 
4. © The Robe Exchanged

© Our first look today will be © #1 “The Robe Removed.”
Isaiah 61:10 says this, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, …”

© This is from the Spirit of Prophecy, “There is a heaven before us, a crown of life to win. But to the overcomer only is the reward given. He who gains heaven must be clothed with the robe of righteousness. "Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure." In the character of Christ there was no discord of any kind. And this must be our experience. Our lives must be controlled by the principles that controlled His life.”  {SD 8.5} 

Let us turn in our Bibles to Genesis 2:25 as we look at 
© our ancestral parents. The scripture reads, “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” So here we have Adam and Eve in their pre-fall condition. The Bible says that they were naked, but they were not ashamed. Why were they not ashamed? I submit to you that though they were naked, yet they were covered. What do you suppose they were covered with? 

Let’s not lean unto our own understanding, but rather let the Bible tell us in © Psalm 104:1, 2 “Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty. Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:” God gave them the heavenly garments of light. Amen?

© We read this from ST Jan. 28, 1897 “Before sin entered our world through the transgression of God's law, it was the glory of Adam and Eve to obey God's requirements. They lived in perfect conformity to his will. Not a cloud rested upon their minds to obscure their view of God. There was no doubt or uncertainty in regard to their moral obligations, and all the strength of their affections was given to their heavenly Father. A beautiful soft light, proceeding from God, enshrouded the holy pair, and was reflected from every object upon which they looked.” ST Jan. 28, 1897

Often Jesus would come to the holy pair and have wonderful talks that they always looked forward to. We are well aware of the transgression of Adam and Eve and I would like to pick up in © Genesis 3:7 “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” They had always been naked, but suddenly they see it and are ashamed. What is missing? The Robe of light, the robe of righteousness is gone. So how do they cover their nakedness? With a fig leaf garment. Is a fig leaf garment adequate for all situations? NO! Is it durable and will it stand the test? NO!
© Genesis 3:8-10 “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 
© And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid myself.” In their purity they always looked forward to the heavenly visits, but this is what sin does. It creates the fig leaf garments called excuses.
© {OHC 214.5} “…Christ can never put His robe of righteousness upon a sinner, to hide his deformity. . . . There must be a progressive work of triumph over evil, of sympathy with good, a reflection of the character of Jesus. We must walk in the light, which will increase and grow brighter unto the perfect day. This is real, substantial growth, which will finally attain to the full stature of men and women in Jesus Christ. . . .”  

Interestingly, we know the story of Jesus and the fig tree in © Matthew 21:18, 19, “Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. 
© Matthew 21:20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!” This was uncharacteristic for Christ to curse the tree. What was the reason? 
© Luke 13:6, 7 “He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?” 
© Now get this because here is the point Jesus is making. We are the tree that Jesus comes to, looking for fruit, but bearing no fruit. We make a profession, but to bring forth no fruit is a fig leaf garment.

© Jesus said through the prophet Isaiah in chapter 29 and verse 13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, …”

Turn to Mat. 9:16 and hopefully what we have been discussing will make this scripture more meaningful. © Mat. 9:16, “No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse.”  We try to patch up and modify our old character when what we need is an all new character. Not a fig leaf garment. Does that make sense? The problem comes when we refuse to surrender our will on any single point.
© 1 BC 1084.4 “Adam and Eve both ate of the fruit, and obtained a knowledge which, had they obeyed God, they would never have had,--an experience in disobedience and disloyalty to God,--the knowledge that they were naked. The garment of innocence, a covering from God, which surrounded them, departed; and they supplied the place of this heavenly garment by sewing together fig-leaves for aprons.  

    © “This is the covering that the transgressors of the law of God have used since the days of Adam and Eve's disobedience. They have sewed together fig-leaves to cover their nakedness, caused by transgression. The fig-leaves represent the arguments used to cover disobedience.” {1BC 1084.5}

© Genesis 3:21, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” The pair now had to see the real costs of their transgression. Animals that trusted them that they once loved and cared for were now to be sacrificed to provide them with a covering for their nakedness.
© Which brings me to part 2 of this sermon “The Robe Torn.” 

© Isaiah 52:1, “Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, …” 
© This is a call to God’s end-time church.

Let us turn to © Genesis 37:3, “Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.” Jacob, now Israel, loved Joseph above all of his sons and he made for him this special robe which was an emblem of royalty. Our loving Father wants to clothe each of us with a royal garment.

We all know the story of the prodigal son and how he took his inheritance and went into the world and wasted it. 
© One day, he the son of a wealthy Jew, was in a hog pen eating corn husks with swine. Realizing his father’s servants were in much better condition than he was now, 
© “…he came to himself…” (which means he woke up from this self induced nightmare) and decided he will ask his father if he could be a servant. So, in filthy clothes and smelling like the animals he headed home. He had no idea that his father was waiting his return every day. The Father’s heart leaping for joy when he spotted him coming home, a long way off. 
© Let’s pick up in Luke Luke 15:20-22, “And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
© sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put [it] on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:” This is a picture of us and our heavenly Father. He’s waiting on us to come out of the pigpen of the world.
© MB 8 “Whatever may have been your past experience, however discouraging your present circumstances, if you will come to Jesus just as you are, weak, helpless, and despairing, our compassionate Saviour will meet you a great way off, and will throw about you His arms of love and His robe of righteousness. He presents us to the Father clothed in the white raiment of His own character.”

© Back to Joseph. His father sent him on a journey of 70 miles to check and see if his brothers were well. He hugged him and put on his royal coat, then kissed him and said goodbye, not knowing that he would not see Joseph again for 20 years. We know the story that when the brothers saw him coming they conspired to kill him. The robe was torn from him and he was cast into a pit; eventually selling him into slavery to a caravan going to Egypt. In Joseph’s circumstance he was alone, and cut off from every earthly connection, he turned to his faith in God. David wrote in Psalm 27:10, “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.” I am sure that Joseph placed His life in His heavenly Father’s care.
We know that Joseph was purchased by Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard. In very little time Joseph worked his way into being made overseer of Potiphar’s house. He was in charge of everything except Potiphar’s wife. 
© She had evil designs on Joseph and one day she tried to force him into a compromising situation, but in his haste to run, she tore the garment from him. Now the 2nd garment was torn from Joseph, but he was determined to stand for God at all costs.

Listen carefully to these words from COL 171 which says, © “When trials arise that seem unexplainable, we should not allow our peace to be spoiled. However unjustly we may be treated, let not passion arise. By indulging a spirit of retaliation we injure ourselves. We destroy our own confidence in God, and grieve the Holy Spirit. There is by our side a witness, a heavenly messenger, who will lift up for us a standard against the enemy. He will shut us in with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. Beyond this Satan cannot penetrate. He cannot pass this shield of holy light.” {COL 171.3}
© Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.”

© And this from COL 173, “If we surrender our lives to His service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has not made provision. Whatever may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexities, we have a sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend.”

Regarding Joseph Genesis 39:3 says. “And his master saw that the LORD was with him, …” And verse 23 says, “The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.” 
© And of course we know how by the interpretation of dreams Joseph was eventually released from prison 
© and Pharoah exalted Joseph to the number 2 man in all of Egypt. 
God wants us to be in the royal robe of Christ’s righteousness regardless of the trial, so long as we keep our minds stayed upon God. 
© Revelation 16:15 says, “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.”
© Sanctified Life SL 11, “Thus it will be with all who are walking in humility, distrustful of self, but clinging tremblingly to the hand of Christ. While those who are self-confident, and trust in their own perfection of character, lose their false robe of righteousness when subjected to the storms of trial, the truly righteous, who sincerely love and fear God, wear the robe of Christ's righteousness in prosperity and adversity alike.” {SL 11.1}

© COL 312 “By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness.”  COL 312
© 1 Peter 1:16 commands us,
“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”  

© Our High Calling OHC 214 “Sanctification is a state of holiness, without and within, being holy and without reserve the Lord's, not in form, but in truth. Every impurity of thought, every lustful passion, separates the soul from God; for Christ can never put His robe of righteousness upon a sinner, to hide his deformity. . . . There must be a progressive work of triumph over evil, of sympathy with good, a reflection of the character of Jesus.”

Joseph under all circumstances was faithful to God. Twice his garments were torn from him, and now his prison garb was surrendered for a new worldly robe, a robe of a king, 
© Geneses 41:41, 42, “And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck;” 

The third part of this sermon pertains to “The Missing Robe.” 
© In Exodus 19 God instructed Moses to let the people know that they were to be His special People and to instruct them. 
© The people replied “All that the LORD hath spoken we will do.” Moses told God and God instructed Moses to tell the people that © “… let them wash their clothes” verse 10. And Moses came down from the mount and sanctified the people, and ©  Verse 14 says, “…and they washed their clothes.” 
Then we turn to Exodus 32 and we find the people were tired of waiting for Moses 
© and had gotten Aaron to make them an idol golden calf to be their god. 
© When Moses came down from the mount with the Ten Commandments, he found many of the people were having a despicable celebration. Verse 25 says “And when Moses saw that the people were naked; ...” All the people who were an obedient people, who washed their garments according to God’s word, in just a matter of 40 days, there were two groups, some still obedient and others a rebellious people who were missing their garments, they were shamefully naked. Oh how we need to benefit from what God is saying to us today.
© In Matthew 22 there is a parable about the guests at the wedding of the king’s son. Matthew 22:11 reads,  “And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:  … The king then asked, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? When called on that fact, the next verse said the offender was speechless. The king then demanded that his servants … Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; … And then that warning: For many are called but few are chosen.” Who is the king here? God the Father. What is the occasion? The marriage supper of the Lamb. What was Jesus telling us with this parable. If we are not wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness, we’ll be second resurrection bound
© Revelation 3:17 the King of the universe describes the condition of His Laodicean church in the last days as  “… wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” As Moses found many of God’s people without a garment when He descended the mount, so the King of the universe describes many in the Laodicean church in the last moments of time … naked. Missing their wedding garment for the marriage supper.
© How should God find His church? Ephesians 5:26, 27 “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”

© In Heavenly Places HP 7.4 “He made an offering so complete that through His grace every one may reach the standard of perfection. Of those who receive His grace and follow His example it will be written in the book of life, "Complete in Him--without spot or stain."  {HP 7.4}

© Job 11:14 “If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear:”  

© What are these spots in our characters? 19 MR vol. 19 pages 32, 33, “When you manifest impatience and fretfulness to your husband or children or any member of your family, there is a spot in your Christian character. When you become jealous of your husband, there is another spot, for "jealousy is cruel as the grave" [Song of Sol. 8:6]. When you talk against your brethren and sisters and influence others who do not know them, when you report things in regard to them which are incorrect, there is a spot.”  {19MR 32.3}
© What are these spots in our characters? 

© Impatience, fretfulness, jealousy, gossip, evil surmising, sowing discord among the brethren, anger … spot, spot, spot, spot, spot, spot, spot.

© Jude 11, 12 “Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain (pride), and ran greedily after the error of Balaam (covet, greed) for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.” (Korah – wanted to lead) verse 12 “These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;”

All of us may have some of these spots in our characters and we need some heavenly spot remover to wash our robes. 
© Revelation 1:5, “…Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, …”

© Revelation 7:13, 14 “And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

© And this from 2T 111, “If your whole interest is in the truth and the preparatory work for this time you will be sanctified through the truth and receive a fitness for immortality. … The thorough work of preparation must go on with all who profess the truth, until we stand before the throne of God without fault, without a spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. God will cleanse you if you will submit to the purifying process.”

© And the 4th and final part of today’s sermon is “The Robe Exchanged.”

© Zechariah 3:3-5 “Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.”
©  3SM 196 “Jesus loves His children, even if they err. They belong to Jesus and we are to treat them as the purchase of the blood of Jesus Christ. Any unreasonable course pursued toward them is written in the books as against Jesus Christ. He keeps His eye upon them, and when they do their best, calling upon God for his 
© help, be assured the service will be accepted, although imperfect.  {3SM 195.4}  Jesus is perfect. Christ's righteousness is imputed unto them, and He will say, "Take away the filthy garments from him and clothe him with change of raiment."” {3SM 195.5}
© Revelation 19:6-9 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
© Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
© for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”  

© 5T472 “We are to exert every energy of the soul in the work of overcoming, and to look to Jesus for strength to do what we cannot do of ourselves. No sin can be tolerated in those who shall walk with Christ in white. The filthy garments are to be removed, and Christ's robe of righteousness is to be placed upon us.”
© 5T475 “As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is given, "Take away the filthy garments" from them, and the encouraging words are spoken, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." The spotless robe of Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet faithful children of God. The despised remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world. Their names are retained in the 
© Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have resisted the wiles of the deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the dragon's roar. Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's devices.”

In closing, listen with your understanding to this quote from YI June 30, 1892 
© "My son, my daughter, give me thine heart. Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as snow; for I will cleanse you with my own blood. I will make you members of my family--children of the heavenly King. Take my forgiveness, my peace which I freely give you. I will clothe you with my own righteousness,--the wedding garment,--and make you fit for 
© the marriage supper of the Lamb. When clothed in my righteousness, through prayer, through watchfulness, through diligent study of my word, you will be able to reach a high standard. You will understand the truth, and your character will be moulded by a divine influence; for this is the will of God, even your sanctification."  YI June 30, 1892
© Shall we pray…
